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NOE more new ligsht has been
thrown wupon Thibetl, the forbid-
den land and the =abode of the
Diulal Loma, one of the most
poweriul and least known relig-
lous personages 'oh earth to-day.
To gei within the walls of Lhasa,
the holy ecity, and to witness some of the
mysterious Lamanlstic cersmonials and|
customs unkmown to the outslde world has
baffled the efforts of scores of the most
daring and Intrepid explorers of the lust|
cenfury.

Now, however,
derful masks just recelved at the Ameri-
can Museum of Natura]l History,
‘by a noted Orlental scientist and travel-
ler, Dr. Berthold Laufer, for the new East
Aslatic Hall, shortly to be opened, an
actual glimpse is afforded of the inner life
and weird rellgious customs of Lhasa,

These masks are wndoubtedly the most
remarknble pictorial ohjects yet brought
intoeivilization and vividly porlray Lhe
mysticlsm and sorcery practizsed In this
abseure corner of the world, They were
collected near Pekin and from sonie of the

mondsteries near the Crontier of Thibet. |

Many great lamaserieg are built far off
the highways of travel, sither at the base
or sometimes upon the ragged rogk of o
mountain top, and are only reached by

stairways hewn out of solid stone. Here
tive tlie lamas (dissenters from Budd-
tism), who hold a key to all the learning

and knowledge of the land.

Nearly three thousand five Huhdred of
these strucltures are locdated in THhibet
sheltering from one thousdnd to ten thou-
sand monks each. A specia] clasg of ar-

tlsans among the monks make the \arimn‘i,

religious objecls, masks, &e.; used in their
religlous worship and dramatie perform-|
anced, The huge snd grotesque creations
here pictured are of extraordinary lnter-
est from the fact that they are worn be-
fore the Dalal Lama himself when he
witnesses  the mnost Important
ceremonlal and festival during the
at Lhasa.

The Mystery Play.

Thig is the great mystery play and sa-
ecred drima, enacted with greal pomp on
the last day of the whole year. For sev-
eral days hefore the ronds and all passes
leading to Lhasa are thronged with vas
crowds of priests, officials and pilgrims
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rises nearly five hundred feel
oity, and contains maore than
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It 1= composed of a ssries of square fem-
|ples, grouped one above the other, culmi-
nating In & cgniral bullding of red sand-
stone, the efficial residence of the Dalal
Lamn, Neirly flve thousand persons
dwell within this enclusure, the rnajority
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|Ia in readiness a long blast s sounded and
1h: sre Tush from out of a tent min-eating
L!f!’!’]‘.r!u.‘ Thelr headg are crowned with
tiirhs of human skulls, und large rings ars
in thelr ears. These are fiends of evil, who
are constantly sseking to destroy man
and only the prnwkrs of the lamas' are
ahlié tn repel and keep buack these attack-
ing bordes from the peaple,

They dance in o wild, frensled manner,
howling In savage chorus, producing weird
gountds from underneith thelr enormous
masks. Another =t of goblins appear,
whom the first ones pounce apon and beat,
hite and otherwlse maltreat. This is in-
tended to deplel the punlshment Infllcted
upon the wleked in the wnderworld whao
refuse to obey the laws taught by the
laméas.

At this Juncture appears 8 famous per-
sonage, the religious King Devil, and his

&

aceording to tradition, he vangulshed and
drove all the evil spirlts and devils from
the 1und of Thibet, and thus rid the people
of these dreadad adversaries, A special
mask and dance are used to commemorate
this event.

The King Deowvil and his helpers are sald
to have maglecal power for coercing ind
expelling demons, The dance of the King
Devil and his aitendants shows him in tho
act of frealng the land of fiends, who dis
perse in wild confusion at his commands,
This is followad by a pantomime [llus-
trating the assassination of the great
enemy of Lamanism, impersonated by a
troupe of Black Hat devil danecers,

A certan feonoclast king in the ninth
century began to persecute the lamas by
burning and destroying thelr books and
temples. In the third year of his relgn
he was shot through the head by a stroll-
ing dancer whom' he bade dance hefore
him. The -assaksin wore a peculiar black
hat, tap ¢rowned with an inverted skull.

An effigy of dough of Lhe arch enemy of
Buddhism |s brought upon the stage by a
number of maskers representing skelotons
'and ghouls, followed by the Demon King
and attendants. ‘The Black Hat dancers
clrele around the image, thrusting thelir
spearg Into the 'fgure,

Ang the Demons Vanish.

At hlg approach the-<growd of hideous
fdemonds and flends creep out of the arena
and disappear. This Is intended to show
the superior effect and power of Lamanism
over Shamanism and the minlons of evil
gpirits. A half hundred or more maskers
dressed s abbots and youthful monks
come upon the stage nhd prostrate them-
gelves before the big, white faced monk,
thus typifying the adoration of all Budd-
hista,

A Hne is then mupde and the company
form in proeession and pay homage to tha
founder of Buddhism.  After this the
whole combined assemblage of masked ac-
tors, Including the Wigh priests and dig-
nitaries, pass in review and salute the
Dalai Lams., This terminates the mys-
tery play, which lasts half a day and is
nnauestionahly the most grotesque relig-
{ous performance of the age.

Sarat Chandra Das, while at Lhasa, wasg
present al a representation of the mys-
tery play. Thes British traveller Wad-

in arder to study and learn the mysterious
ceremaonialy of the Lamanists. He ob-
tained deseriptive notes from the monks
who had resided at Lhass and witnessed
the sacred drama.

These two authorities confirm the above
narralive of the mystery play. Thay
ware, l;i‘p‘r'{"wl myr:&\f-\lon to  sequre any
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nf which tho masks hope 5 LW ?Drm one
of the leading features, is intanded to il-
lustrate the general characteristic of
Chinese. Thibetan and other East Asiatic
culture. It is also Intended fo use the ex-

hibit In connection with the new clair of
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elaborate preparations are made |
to entertaln the head lamas and other dls-
tinguishe PErsunaIny. Thousands of
feast cakes are baked and served
during the progress 0f the play.

According: (o the Tsax Eomdeg pandil
of the most recent
land aunthentic observers, who succeeded
in geftting inside the

at Potala In the di Buddnlat
monk, the covking stoves; 5 OLhar
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ented with gold andls

riding yaks, carnels and horses, who have|Stones

come from the remote corners of Thibet,
Mongolln. and even China (o be
at the mystery play.

within the quadrangla of the palace of the|
Dalal Lama, on ‘the hill of Potala. This
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The prime
tery play 18 to portray In pantemime the
leading historic epochs of Lamanism, espe-
triumphs over
preclious | paganism,” with their heosts of mallgnant
nends.

1t Is intended to give the lay spectators
realistic idea of the
These ars considersd =0 sacred that | who constantly seek to devour them, and
The play is performed in the open air the people salute and bow to thess animals|pf the powers of the lamas, who glols o an |
On the morning of the ]d.:—l. deliver them. By the masks they are made

ghven in the
The centre s occupled by the
The Dalal Lama Iz seated on
a raised throne, surrounded by his fetinus
of priests and lama dignitirles in gorgeous
eolorad robes,
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The eostumes of the leading demon kings
of fine brocade silk.
other feature of the play is the expulsion)
with |ts demons of 111 hu:k.| -
the awe Ingpiring masks of/

! and gudi. st of Masx OFr THE
are demonified kings and heroes,
they will be ahle to secure good luck and
tritimph over enamlies duaring the incoming
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actors partieipate
|in the gpectacls, An orchestra of cymbals.
familiar with the appearance of these evil|drums and flutes furnish music. \'i hen all
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He wears a mask with the head|Chinese just established at Columbla Unl-
of a bull with protruding horns, and car-| versity, as the collection is the largest and
Centuries ago, | most comprehensive In the United States,

William R. Hearst Gives the University of California a Greek Theatre.

HE most magnificent theatre the
country hags ever known ls build-
ing oul In Berkeley, Cal. Through
the generosity of William R.
Hearst the Unlversity of Califor-
nia will have the first Greek thea-
tre ever erscted [n America, ‘The
strueture is nearing completion and when
finlshed will be exactly simllar in its pro-
pnrlii)n‘; to the famous Lheatre of 'D].Lm-
yvaius.

The structure was vsed for the first time,
even though not yet completed, at the
recent University of Callfornla commence-
ment, when President Roosevelt wis the
orator of the day’ It was then learned
that gvery one of the eight thousand spec-
tators seated in Lhe theatre could hear
with perfect distinetness.

No rpof shuts eut the sunlight or slar-
light from the audience. Situated righl
in the heart of magnificent scenery, tall
trees towering up above the walls on all
sides and the bullding itself being an ar-
chitectural gem, it will readily be seen
that wery Hitle stage scenery will be
needed when presenting the early plays
which will be given by university students
and the lealling actors of the “world as
won a8 all Is in readiness.

It would seem salmost a saerilege to
stage any of the Hght operas or modern
plays in this Old World theatre. It has
been stated by the nuthorities of the uni-
verglty that nothlng but high elass drama
and opera will be presesnted, and that the
classies will be followed closely. Within
this theatre the historic Italian pantomime
will be revived and all the leading orators
of the day, Ameriean and forelgn, will he
Invitaed to hold forth from the spacious
stage.

The entire strugture Is white; the hang-
ings will be a blending of the Gresk and
Roman colors: but there will be very few
decorations used aslde from architectural
carvings, the splendor of the place being
in its dimensions and simplicity.

Though this theatre is modelled In a
general way after the anclent claeslc
buildings of a similar cliaracter, no sin-
gle historle example has been literally fal-
lowed, The thentre at Epidaurus, in Grescs
Rowever, offers many points of similarity,
notably In the difference of slope between
the upper tiers of seats and the inner and
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lower portions of the auditorium. The
new theatre ls of approximately thes same
size as the larger theatre at Pompeif,

The building is; as a whole, made up of
two separnte and distinet parts, namely.
the steges, corrégponding to the anclent
logelon, and the auditorium, answering io
the classic theatron.

The floor of the stage {8 one hundred and
thirtyv-three feet wide and twenty-sight
feet deep. It is entirely open toward the
auditorium and surrounded on the other
threa sides by a wall forty-twoe feet in
height. Thig wall, which correspotids with
the anclent skene, Is enriched by a com-
plete classie order of Greek dorie columns
with stylobate and entablature, the ends
nf the side walls toward the auditorium
forming two messive pylons. Fiye open-
ings pierce the wall, the entrance In the
center of the back of the stage being the
most important—the so called royul door

of the anclents. This ls fianked by twa
minor doors to the right and left, the
two remaining rulcn' oceurring on the
returtd walls at « d of the s

The ﬁudi:ormm or theatra proj
cireular in form, two hundred ami m'iy—
four feet in diamet and 1g divided into
two conecentiric series
The first serles is arranged about a level

clrate fifty feet in diameter and fve and
one-half fest below the stage, which cor-
responds ‘to the space and jently devoled
to the chorus, orchestra, &o.

From this circle the receding pows of
seats step up gradually until the stage
level is reached at a cirele ¢orres nding

ith the

terminal pylons of
the stage wall i marked archi-
tecturnlly by an alsle, sncléntly noamed
the diazama or diodos, running aronnd the
semlolrele of se midway botwe the
orchestra and the topmost i The
dlagoma is protected on It outer side by
a wall, beyond which the seats slep up
more steeply, approximately at an angle
of thirty degrees with the horizontal, to
the outer llmit of the theatre.

in diamets

Mhis line

It estimnted that more than seven
thousand persons can be seated im (the
theatra proper. The stage will accommo-
date some six hundred more, & mumber
which can he =eadily added to by the
temporary extension of the stage floor

toward the suditorium. The entite bulld-

or lisrs of séats. |
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ing, including the stage wall, is bullt of
Portlund cement concrete. The final de-
tail of the stage wall, inclnding mouldings,;
capltals, metopes and triglyphs, cornices
and architraves, will he executed by hand
in Portland cement after the réemoval of
the rough timber forms now in place.

The above description applies to the
structure now under contract. U is ex-
pected, however, that the bullding will be
at some fuoture time carried much further
toward a complete realization of Lhe possi-
bilities of such a struclure, following out
the princlples evolved by ihe Groek and
Roman bullders.

The accompanying bird's-eye perspeotive
sketch shows an open parapet with clus-
tered columns and sculptured figures
crowning the colonnaded stage wall. The
terminal pylons will be enriched with
bronge tripods. Wing walls adjoining the
pylons will run north and south and ter-
minate the vista from the audlitorium, st
the game time uniting the lines of tha
stage with those of the theatre. Monu-
mental doorways will be arranged In this
sereen wall for the admission of the spae-
tators to the lower portions of the theatre,

Weork ¢f Whiskey.

that whiskey has brought

it has heen whiskey, and
only whiskey. Iook at my clothes,
Look at me standing here, while all around
are the svidetices of pedee and prosperity.
“Do vou see that cosey cottage down
there by the brook, and the cow, and the
horse, and the ehickens by the stable be-
hind It? I mizht be living in that snug 1it-
» house, with happy wife and children,
had T never known whal whiskey was,
“1 might be occupying a responsible posi-
|tlon and be sarning enough to' live com-
fortably, and not be guing every day to the
distillery down there where the hridgs
erosses the brook had 1 never seen whis-
key
"Yea, whiskey has changed me from
what 1 might have been, for T own that
diatillery and all of this beautiful prop-
erty. My chauffeur Jives In thal cotisge,
while my home s in the stone castie on the
hill. 1 ride in my automobile and have
no use for the old horge.'”

dell hired a monastery recently in Thibat |




